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The time is the Pleistocene epoch, about 2 million to 10,000 years ago. Continent-size ice sheets

cover 30 percent of the earth's landmass, and strange creatures rove the landscape. Ice Age

Mammals of North America transports you to the world of saber-tooth cats, woolly mammoths,

four-hundred-pound beavers, and twenty-foot-tall ground sloths. Illustrated descriptions of the

animals form the heart of the book and the final chapter explores why so many of these animals

were extinct by the end of Pleistocene time.
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This book is the premier introduction to the Ice Age, and its now-extinct animals, for the uninitiated

reader. It is also an excellent work for the serious student or teacher. The art work is superb, the

photographs and diagrams are well chosen, and have the additional bonus of actually following the

well-written, easily readable text. This saves the reader the burden of having to leaf back and forth

as the book is studied. In short, whether you want to read about the Ice Age for serious study or just

have pleasure learning about fascinating animals and times, this your book.Now to content:

Although the book's title and cover seem to indicate it is about animals only, the first half of the book

covers, in a lively, interesting fashion, the various ways the Ice Age may have started, what the

glaciers did and how they form, move, and melt, what the climate was like, and a hundred other

things that are necessary to truly understand what occurred during this significant period of

geological time. Well-chosen inserts explain particular matters.The second half of the book covers

the mammals of the Ice Age, with particular emphasis on those living in North America. In addition



to the inevitable mammoths and saber-toothed cats, such relatively unknown creatures as the giant

short-faced bear, scimitar cat, American lion, Florida cave bear, shrub ox, giant camel, and

stag-moose, among many others, are each afforded extensive treatment. The section on toothless

animals such as the giant armadillo, the various kinds of enormous ground sloth, etc., is simply one

of a kind. You will be amazed and thrilled as you read about each creature in turn, especially as to

its size, its diet, where it lived, and its appearance.

I picked up this book while browsing the gift shop at the La Brea tar pits in Los Angeles. I was

looking for something to serve as a memento for out family trip, something that would serve as

evening reading material, and something that would be interesting and educational for the kids. This

book seemed like just the ticket. It's nicely presented with rich, glossy pages, and it's chock full of

interesting/relevant photographs, black-and-white drawings, and color illustrations.Lange opens his

book with a tantalizing summary of some of the exotic animals that lived during the Pleistocene, and

a very short description of a changed world, covered with glaciers. He follows this with a short but

very interesting and well-written discussion about continental drift and the interchange of animals

between the American and Eurasian continents. I particularly liked his discussion of the discovery of

the ice ages, and how he highlights some of the critical evidence such as oxygen-isotope shifts that

make it possible for scientists to understand much of the detail of these aspects of earth's history.

This section has some exciting discussions regarding earth geology that is sure to excite the young

reader and amateur geologist alike.This introductory material, consisting largely of the geological

evidence of ice ages, takes up roughly the first 65 pages of the book. With the groundwork laid,

Lange begins introducing the reader to the vast array of fascinating animals that lived, geologically

speaking, just a moment ago. In many ways these animals were as amazing as the dinosaurs, but

while dinosaurs lived millions of years before humans evolved, the remarkable animals of the

Pleistocene lived contemporaneously with our ancestors, hunted them, and were hunted by them.
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